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CRIME STORIES 
 

GIRLS JUST WANNA GET FOUND EPISODE 
 

BLOCK ONE 
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN  (00:46) It’s March of 1995. I’m a brand new detective with the 
Eastpointe Police Department.  My Chief walked into my office with a box full of files 
and papers and such, and he said this is an old cold case, and it’s a case of a missing girl. 
He says I need you to solve it. So I took the box, and I read through the files ‘til about 
seven o’clock that night, and the case really intrigued me. I started going through the case 
files. There was a couple diaries in there, some paperwork of the missing girl.  I knew it 
wasn’t a runway case by just reading it. I knew there was more to it because this girl 
would have returned. I knew we had a murder on our hands. (01:24)  

 
NARRATION 

(01:32) The girl is 13-year-old Cindy Zarzycki, better 
known to her friends and family as Cindy Jo. (01:38) 

 
CONNIE JOHNSON (01:40) My sister, Cindy, was fun to be around. Her and I played, 
we fought, we shared, we laughed, we danced, we did a lot of things together.  We were 
sisters, so of course we shared everything, our room, our stuff.  We made music tapes 
together and danced upstairs to our Madonna and Cyndi Lauper dances and those were 
two of our favourites back when she was younger. (02:5)   

 
NARRATION 

(02:06) Since her parents’ divorce, Cindy also spends time 
at her mother’s home, just two streets away. (02:11) 
 

ALICE ZARZYCKI (02:12) My daughter, Cindy, was a very loving, loving daughter.  
She wanted, she was a middle child, and she wanted everybody to be happy. If she 
thought you might have a little bit of something on your mind, she’d make sure you were 
happy and you were comfortable. (02:33)  

 
CINDY DOMBROWSKI (02:34) She was very vibrant and happy and quick witted and 
wanted to be a part of life.  She didn’t want to sit by and watch it happen; she wanted to 
be a part of it. (02:44) 

 
NARRATION 

(02:49) Like many children her age, Cindy is going 
through a mild phase of rebellion.  She has a growing 
interest in punk music and boys.  Her new favourite place 
to hang out is a shopping mall several miles from her 
home. (03:03) 
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JENNIFER LEIBOW (03:04) Cindy had a crush on a boy named Scott Ream.  Scott was 
a little bit of a punk. He was into the punk rock scene, and he had a bright green 
Mohawk, and I think she kind of liked that, he was a little bit of a rebel. Cindy hadn’t 
known Scott that long, but she liked him, and she had a crush on him. (03:19)  

 
NARRATION 

(03:21) But her distant new hangout causes friction 
between her and her parents.  Cindy is grounded for a 
week when she decides to walk home instead of waiting 
for the usual ride. (03:31) 
 

NARRATION 
(03:35 )That weekend, Cindy goes to her Mother’s house. 
(03:38)  
 

ALICE ZARZYCKI (03:39) It was a Saturday, and she was upset she was still grounded.  
She said “Can I spend the night?” and I said “No you can come back in the morning.  
And as soon as I get home, you’re welcome to come back.”  She acted like she wanted to 
talk to me about something and she couldn’t really spit it out.  And I thought there was 
always a secret that she was trying to ask me. (04:04) 

 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (04:08) The following morning, Cindy was asked by her father 
if she wanted to go out to breakfast. She declined that offer from the father, stating that 
she was going to meet her friend up at the Dairy Queen and then later on they were going 
to meet at the church to play softball. (04:21) 

 
NARRATION 

(04:22) Later, with only Cindy and her brother Ed Jr. left 
at home, Cindy heads out the door. (04:28) 
 

ALICE ZARZYCKI (04:29) She wanted to take off and walk up to the Dairy Queen, and 
Eddie, the little tag along brother, walked with her and said, “Where you going? Where 
you going? Where you going?” And she said, “Beat it. Go home.” And he did. (04:47) 
 
CONNIE JOHNSON (04:52) And my dad came in the house, and he said very seriously, 
Cindy’s not back yet. And it was at least dinnertime. Cindy would be back. She should be 
back. (5:02)   
 
ALICE ZARZYCKI (05:04) I got a phone call, and it was Ed, and he said, “Tell Cindy to 
come on home now.” And I said, “Cindy isn’t here she hasn’t been here.” And he said, 
“Well she isn’t home and she hasn’t been, in awhile,” and at that point he said, “well, I’m 
starting to get worried. Something’s wrong.” (05:27)  

 
NARRATION 

(05:29) Phone calls lead nowhere and concern grows. 
(05:32) 
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CONNIE JOHNSON (05:33) He didn’t sound just a little worried. It wasn’t something 
Cindy would do. She would be back, so he had told me to stay and wait by the phone, and 
him and my aunt and my brother went driving. (05:45) 
 
ALICE ZARZYCKI (05:49) He drove through the neighbourhood, he went to the 
friends’ houses, he went to the parks, I mean, he just looked anywhere. He got back in, he 
called me and said, “No, I haven’t found her.” (06:03) 
 
CONNIE JOHNSON (06:04) Well my dad went to the police station to say that Cindy 
was missing, and they said you had to wait 24 hours. It was, it felt like a year. I don’t 
even remember if anyone slept. (06:14)  
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (06:17) Police put the report into the system so everyone would 
know to be on the lookout for Cindy, and they proceeded to try to find her that way. 
(06:25) 

 
NARRATION 

(06:27) Later that day, police visit the school to speak 
with Cindy’s closest friend.  The girl spoke with Cindy on 
Saturday, and Cindy even dropped by the night before she 
went missing, but Cathy doesn’t know where Cindy is 
now. (06:41) 
 

NARRATION 
(06:42) Family members also think Scott Ream, Cindy’s 
new boyfriend, may know where she is. (6:47) 
 

ALICE ZARZYCKI (06:48) This was a young love. This was a Romeo and Juliet kind of 
thing.  It seems to me, if you have a crush on somebody and you work so hard to meet up 
with somebody, that if you were going to do something, they would know. I called up 
Scott, and his father answered, and I said, “Is Scott there?” And he said, “No.” And he 
was very abrupt and he hung up. I called again. I said, “May I talk to Scott?” And he said, 
“He’s not here.” And I said, “Well, this is Cindy’s mother, I’m trying to find out if Scott 
knows anything about Cindy.” And he said, “No, and I’ve already talked to the police.” 
(07:32) 

 
NARRATION 

(07:34) Still suspecting that Cindy and Scott may be 
together, Cindy’s family keeps a close eye on his home. 
(07:40) 
 

ALICE ZARZYCKI (7:41) Nobody came and went without them seeing who came and 
went to that trailer, and there was no Cindy. (7:48) 
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CONNIE JOHNSON (7:49) In hopes to find Cindy, we had come up with flyers. We 
took those flyers everywhere. (07:54) 
 

NARRATION 
(07:56) As hoped, the flyers, as well as the police 
bulletins, quickly lead to possible sightings. (08:01) 
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (08:03) There was one such tip that a security guard from K-
Mart had a sighting of Cindy at the K-Mart there. Officers went there and checked it out, 
but didn’t pan out. (08:13) 
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (08:14) There were also other sightings out of as far as Ohio, 
Florida, even farther away, possible sightings of seeing her at truck stops, but all of them 
were investigated, and none of them turned out. (08:24)  

 
NARRATION 

(08:26) There are even possible sightings from the day she 
went missing.  One local thinks he saw Cindy eating an 
ice cream cone at a Dairy Queen before walking off with a 
girlfriend.  Another claims she may have left the same 
location in a blue car.   But, as days turn into weeks, the 
sightings and searches lead nowhere. (08:45)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (08:46) The police concluded that Cindy was a runaway, and this 
was because she was 13 years old, her parents were divorced. It was sort of that volatile 
age where, you know, youth can rebel a little bit. Based on all this, they thought it was 
most likely that she was a runway. (09:03)  

 
NARRATION 

(09:04) But her family doesn’t believe she would simply 
leave.  And there are signs that suggest she hadn’t planned 
to be away from home. (09:11) 
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (09:12) Nobody in our family believed that she ran away. There 
were no signs. She did not take a bag that she would usually take. She didn’t take money 
that she had the availability to do.  She wouldn’t have run away. She had plans for the 
future. (09:25)  

 
NARRATION 

(09:28) As time passes, a birthday party is held for Cindy 
with a cake and candles, but no Cindy to blow them out.  
Her picture begins to turn up around the country, on 
coupons and milk cartons, and possible sightings are 
reported as far away as Oregon and Florida.   On one grim 
occasion, Cindy’s father Ed is asked to come to the 
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morgue to see if an unidentified girl might be his missing 
daughter. (09:54) 
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (09:55) There was like a million different emotions in there, you 
know, I mean is it Cindy? Is this going to be how I find my daughter? (10:03) 

 
NARRATION 

(10:04) The young woman isn’t Cindy, leaving her 
whereabouts a mystery, preserving hope that she might 
still be alive. (10:11)  
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (10:12) And it wasn’t her, and in the same time he was saddened 
too, because it was still someone else’s little girl. They’re going to have to go see her. 
(10:20) 
 
ALICE ZARZYCKI (10:24) I just wanted her to come home. I mean first you think, ok 
well, if she comes home, I’m going to kick her butt for that kind of stunt.  But then, after 
that, it’s like you think I really would? No, after I do that, I’m going to hug her to pieces. 
(10:27) 
 
CONNIE JOHNSON (10:41) When somebody is missing, you cannot mourn them, 
because you have to have the hope that they will be found.  That was the hardest thing is 
that it turned into the 24 hours, then it was a week, then it was another month, and then it 
was a year. And then it was a whole decade, and you still had to have hope daily, because 
it almost felt like a betrayal if we let her go. (11:05) 

 
NARRATION 

(11:10) On the date of Cindy’s 21st birthday, eight years 
after she went missing, the family holds a candlelight 
vigil. (11:17)  

 
CONNIE JOHNSON (11:18) Everyone was there showing support.  Everybody missed 
Cindy it wasn’t just us.  Someone, somewhere had to have seen her, had to know where 
she was. (11:30) 

 
NARRATION 

(11:34) The family’s hunch is correct.  Somebody does 
know something.  The cold case is about to be rattled by a 
string of new leads, leads that suggest abduction and 
murder. (11:45) 
 
 

BLOCK TWO 
 
 

NARRATION 
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(12:12) A full eight years after Cindy Zarzycki went 
missing, a new detective named Danielle Davis takes over 
what is now a cold case file.  Like Cindy’s family, she has 
a hunch that Cindy didn’t just runaway but may have been 
the victim of foul play.  Trying to sustain media interest in 
the case, she releases a new photo of Cindy to the press, 
this one age-enhanced by computer.   She also decides to 
re-visit the original investigation using a new technique. 
(12:43) 
 

NARRATION 
(12:45) Davis enlists the help of Detective Sergeant 
Minsey, an expert in something called statement analysis.  
Developed by the FBI, statement analysis involves the 
examination of written and spoken words for signs of 
deception.  Sergeant Minsey works up a detailed 
questionnaire about Cindy’s disappearance, and Detective 
Davis has friends and family members fill it out.  Minsey 
then analyzes their answers, deciding that a few people 
should be interviewed further, this time attached to a 
polygraph machine.  One of those people is Cindy’s own 
father Ed. (13:22) 
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (13:24) Some people were polygraphed in this case not because of 
guilt, but simply because of proximity to the victim. We almost always look at family 
members first. It doesn’t mean they’re guilty. It just means we need to rule these people 
out. (13:35) 
 

NARRATION 
(13:37) Ed passes the polygraph and is ruled out as having 
anything to do with his daughter’s disappearance.  At the 
same time, Detective Davis tries to put together a better 
timeline of Cindy’s final weekend at home. (13:50)  
 

NARRATION 
(13:55) The night before she vanished, she spent some 
time at her mother’s house and also hung out at her friend 
Cathy’s house.  The following morning, she told her 
family she was going to the Dairy Queen and then to the 
church.  But in speaking with Cindy’s friends now, Davis 
learns of another possible destination.   Cindy had 
mentioned some kind of party, one involving her 
boyfriend, Scott Ream. (14:19)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (14:21) That was the first time we had heard any news of any party 
that Cindy was supposed to be going to. (14:24)  
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NARRATION 

(14:25) Looking through the original case files, Davis is 
surprised to discover that Scott Ream was never actually 
questioned by police.  Even after all this time, he may 
hold vital information about what happened to her that 
weekend. (14:39)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (14:41) Detective Davis set up an interview with Scott for him to 
come in and talk and share any information he might have on Cindy’s whereabouts.  
Potentially, this could have been the interview that broke the case. (14:52) 

 
NARRATION 

(14:22) It’s an interview that never takes place.  On the 
very day of his scheduled meeting with police, Scott 
Ream is killed in a deadly traffic accident.  If he knew 
anything about Cindy’s disappearance, it is lost forever. 
(15:09) 
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (15:10) And then we found out he died right before she could talk 
to him. It was, it knocked the wind out of my sails.  It took all those years to figure out 
that Scott might know something, and now there’s no chance to talk to him. (15:23)  

 
NARRATION 

(15:26) But in the days that follow, there is an unexpected 
new development.  Scott’s grieving mother Linda 
Bronson reads about the renewed interest in Cindy’s case 
and feels compelled to meet with police.  She wants to 
clarify that her son, Scott, knew nothing about Cindy’s 
going missing and was actually away on spring break 
vacation the weekend she was last seen.  But Linda 
Bronson has another reason for coming forward.  If police 
now suspect foul play in Cindy’s case, she feels there is 
someone they should take a much closer look at. (16:01)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (16:02) Linda Bronson stated that if anybody is responsible for 
the missing of Cindy Zarzycki, it would be Scott’s father, Art Ream.  Art Ream has had a 
shaky past of sexually molesting young girls. (16:14)  

 
NARRATION 

(16:15) Following up on the lead, Davis learns that 45-
year-old Art Ream owns a carpet business in the area.  He 
served five years in prison in the late 1970s for raping a 
15-year-old girl. And he would have seen Cindy in 
passing whenever she came to visit Scott.  Davis also 
notes that Art Ream was never interviewed after Cindy 
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went missing, even though he claimed he had spoken to 
police when he was called up by Cindy’s mother that first 
week. (16:43)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (16:44) Art was given one of these questionnaires to fill out. It 
appeared that Art Ream didn’t fill it out, he had somebody else fill the questionnaire out. 
And the answers were very vague answers to the questions, which popped up a lot of red 
flags. (16:59)  
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (17:00) Danielle Davis and another officer went to Art Ream’s 
house to interview him. At the time, they noted in the report that Art Ream was shaking 
and chain-smoking, he was visibly nervous. They were clearly suspicious of him, but 
there was nothing they could arrest him on. They just didn’t have enough to go forward 
with it. (17:17) 

 
NARRATION 

(17:21) When detective Davis moves to another 
department, the Cindy Zarzycki file lands on the desk of 
Youth Bureau Detective Derek McLaughlin, or Mac as he 
is often called. (17:31)  

 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (17:33) I was really drawn to this case.  I had a 13-year-old 
victim. Myself I had a daughter that was 13 years at the time. I would want somebody 
working on this case if my daughter was missing. What I did was start to get into Art 
Ream’s past and future. He tended to hang out with young boys that attracted young girls 
into his group.  He also provided cigarettes, drugs, alcohol to these young girls to prey on 
them. (17:59)  
 
 

NARRATION 
(18:03) Not long after taking on the case, McLaughlin 
learns that Art Ream is back in prison again, this time for 
another sexual assault on a minor.   The conviction will 
keep him off the streets temporarily, and give police a 
chance to watch him while they try and build a case.  
McLaughlin enlists the help of prison investigator Terry 
Stewart. (18:24)  
 

TERRY STEWART (18:26) I started looking at, looking at Art Ream to see what kind of 
prisoner he might be, and I find out right away that he was a model prisoner. He held 
down a prison job, he worked in the kitchen. Eventually I confiscated all of Art Ream’s 
property. We looked at his letters and the things that he had to see if we could make some 
connection to bring him closer to Cindy. We didn’t find a whole lot, so, for a long time, I 
became the eyes and ears for Mac inside the prison system. (18:56) 
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DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (18:57) We had no visible evidence, no circumstantial 
evidence at this time, and we needed to get some to prosecute this guy to put him in his 
place. (19:04)  

 
NARRATION 

(19:05) Knowing he’ll eventually have to confront his 
prime suspect face to face, Detective McLaughlin sends 
the Art Ream file to a Chicago firm that specializes in 
interrogation techniques.  Working there is a 23-year-old 
intern named Jen Leibow.   While her supervisors plan to 
eventually help approach Art in prison, Jen Leibow can’t 
wait to get on the case. (19:29)  

 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (19:30) When I first picked up the case file in my office it was just 
absolutely contagious. I just re-read it and re-read it for weeks, and finally I called him up 
and said, “Hey, can I work this case with you?” (19:40)  

 
NARRATION 

(19:43) The two start working together, communicating 
by phone and fax, with Jen bringing Internet expertise to 
the investigation.  While keeping a watchful eye on Art 
Ream in prison, they chase down any other potential 
leads.  One call in particular soon grabs their attention. 
(20:01)  

 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (20:02) We had one tip come out of Kansas City, Kansas. It 
was a tip that this Kristie Stremel called me up and stated that she was a member of this 
band Frogpond. Her and her lead singer, this Justin Volpe, got into a conversation. She 
told Kristie that she saw a guy kill this young girl, and she had to help the guy bury the 
body in the banks of a river. (20:25)   

 
NARRATION 

(20:57) Since the band’s lead singer was from the Detroit 
area, Cindy Zarzycki may have been the girl in question. 
(20:33)   
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (20:34) We took this tip very seriously. At the time we didn’t 
have any evidence whatsoever, so this would have broke the case wide open. (20:41)  
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (20:44) Me and a couple other detectives went to the concert. 
We asked Justine if she in fact said these things about witnessesing a murder, burying a 
body in the sides of the banks of a river, and she said that she had no knowledge of it, or 
had she said anything about that. (21:01) 
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (21:05) I interviewed both Kristie and Justine at length, and really 
just made the determination that Kristie Stremel ultimately probably thought she heard 
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something that she didn’t hear, and maybe over time certain things had gotten 
misconstrued or in the end the lead didn’t pan out, there was nothing there. (21:24) 

 
NARRATION 

(21:25) The team soon feels they have reached another 
dead end in the case. The only way forward may be 
backward. (21:32)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (21:33) I had Jen Leibow on the phone one afternoon and 
Kelly Shock, my regular partner. Both girls had said that we need to start this case over, 
and I was kind of disappointed in that, but I said, “Hey we got to do what we got to do.” 
And that’s exactly what we did. We started this whole thing from scratch and got a new 
set of eyes going on this thing in a new direction. (21:55) 

 
NARRATION 

(21:56) This decision will soon give them a very good 
idea of who Cindy actually met when she left home that 
fateful Sunday morning in 1986. (22:06) 
 
 

BLOCK THREE 
 

NARRATION 
(22:31) 20 years after Cindy Zarzycki vanished, detective 
McLaughlin and his team search for evidence to connect 
suspect Art Ream with her disappearance, and hopefully 
keep him behind bars.  For the Zarzycki family, what they 
really want is closure.  If Cindy is dead, they want to be 
re-united with her, to be able to properly put her to rest. 
(22:55)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (22:56) The first time I met with the family, I met with Mr. 
Zarzycki, and I saw the agony that he was going through with the pain in his face and his 
voice, and I kind of did something that no police officer should do. I promised the family 
that I would bring their daughter back. (23:12) 
 

NARRATION 
(23:14) Resetting their investigation back to the weekend 
she went missing, police want to re-interview all of 
Cindy’s closest friends from that year.  But given the 
elapsed time, tracking them down is no easy task.   
Searching the Internet, and using various databases and 
social networking sites like My Space, Jen Leibow 
gradually tracks them down, one by one. (23:37) 
 

NARRATION 
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(23:39) McLaughlin meets with them one at a time at the 
station. Cathy Bouford tries to remember every detail of 
Cindy’s visit to the night before she vanished.  (23:48)  
 

NARRATION 
(23:51) She recalls how the two hung out and how Cindy 
wasn’t really supposed to be there because she was still 
grounded.  When Mac asks her about the party-involving 
boyfriend Scott Ream, the one Cindy was planning to go 
to, Cathy remembers now that it wasn’t just any party.  It 
was actually supposed to be a birthday party for Scott.  
Cindy wanted to keep it a secret because she didn’t think 
her parents would let her go.   Cathy then recalls that 
Cindy made a few phone calls about the secret birthday 
party.   She tried to reach Scott but couldn’t get through.  
She finally did reach someone at one of the numbers in 
her address book.  When asked who that someone was – 
Cathy’s answer is shocking.  The person on the other end 
of the line was Scott’s father, Art Ream. (24:38) 
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (24:39) It was truly amazing what Cathy Buford was saying. 
She was saying that Cindy Zarzycki and Art Ream had talked the night before she 
became missing. Now I have a connection with my prime suspect and my victim. (24:53)   

 
NARRATION 

(24:54) As Cathy recalls, they then talked over the phone 
about how Cindy would find her way to the party, with 
Art Ream offering to pick her up himself at the Dairy 
Queen.  (25:04)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (25:05) I was truly amazed that this had never come out before. 
(25:08)  

 
NARRATION 

(25:09) Art Ream inviting a girl to his son’s birthday 
party is not evidence of murder, but two clear facts reveal 
the sinister nature behind the act.   Scott Ream’s birthday 
was a full nine months away.  And Scott wasn’t even in 
town that weekend, having left on a spring break trip, a 
trip it turns out was organized by Art Ream himself. 
(25:30)  

 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (25:32) Cathy Bouford had an impeccable memory. I interviewed 
her for a long time and she could tell me details about the next morning when Cindy went 
missing. She actually remembers driving to church in her parents’ car and looking down 
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the road to see if Cindy was at the Dairy Queen where she had asked her to meet her and 
seeing that the Dairy Queen was closed but she saw a white van outside. (25:54)  

 
NARRATION 

(25:55) Back in 1986, Art Ream drove a white work van. 
(25:58) 
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (25:59) So we thought that this was the evidence that we really 
needed. We didn’t have any physical evidence. It’d be the only kind of circumstantial 
evidence that we really had at this point in time. But this would be the fuel we needed to 
get the fire going. (26:13)  

 
NARRATION 

(26:14) Hoping to find it, Derek McLaughlin plans to go 
after what he believes is the best evidence available – a 
confession from their prime suspect himself.  With their 
first big piece of circumstantial evidence in place, he 
arranges for an initial interview with Art Ream, still in 
prison.  He enlists the help of professional interrogators 
from the agency in Chicago where Jen Leibow works. 
(26:39) 
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (26:41) Dom Cappelluti and Lou Tessman were heading to the 
prison to interview Art Ream for the first time, and the deputy warden at the time, Terry 
Stewart, put audio and videotape inside the office. (26:53)   

 
NARRATION 

(26:57) Far from confessing, Art claims he has never met 
Cindy and denies any involvement in her disappearance, 
but even his denials tell a story for experienced 
interrogators. (27:08)  
 

TERRY STEWART (27:09) It didn’t take 10 or 15 minutes when we knew we had our 
guy.  We told Art right away why we were looking at him and why he was being 
interrogated. Art could not say Cindy’s name. Every time we’d ask Art about Cindy he 
would say, “I didn’t even know that girl.” Which we knew was wrong. (27:28)  
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (27:30) The first time I met Art Ream we were at West Shoreline 
Correctional facility and my two superiors had just gotten done interrogating him, and 
they were these big burly police officers, and they left the room and introduced me to Art, 
and his demeanour just changed. He was a very different person around a young female. I 
might not have been 12 years old, but I was the closest thing to a 12-year-old he had seen 
in a long time, and he definitely got a little creepy to be with in that room. (27:58)  

 
NARRATION 
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(28:00) McLaughlin knows that without a more open 
confession, a body, or some kind of hard physical 
evidence, they’ll have a hard time getting an arrest 
warrant for murder. (28:10)  
 

NARRATION 
(28:11) While the team prepares for a second interview, 
an unusual tip comes into Mac’s office.  A girl claims that 
she overheard a local psychic doing a reading about 
Cindy’s disappearance, and that the psychic seemed to 
relay many specific details about the case. (28:27)   
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (28:29) We went to the psychic and, my partner and I, Kelly 
Shock, he took us in the back room, and the background was set up with the candles and 
the dark, and we sat at the table and he had a deck of reading cards, and the first one that 
he flipped over was the card of death. He said that she’s dead and I said, ‘Yeah I know 
that.’ Flips the second card over and it was a peacekeeper and he said, ‘You must be the 
peace keeper.’ and I said, ‘Yeah’. ‘Well you’ve been looking for her for a long time.’ He 
told us that she would be buried by a river and above the banks of the river there’d be this 
field of purple flowers. He just told us some other things about how I was going to be 
meeting this guy within the next couple weeks and here had an interview set up with him 
again. Then he said I’d have him under arrest by the end of the year.  (29:19)  
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (29:26) In the second interview, the strategy was more or less 
to go in and do an accusatory type interview instead of a soft interview where you dance 
around things, but it started off right out of the gate accusing him of kidnapping Cindy, 
taking her to the warehouse, raping her, killing her and then burying her body, and, after 
doing so, the interview lasted about seven or eight hours, and all we got out of it was a lot 
of, not confessions, but admissions from Art Ream stating that you know, ‘I can’t give 
you this because that’ll be opening Pandora’s box and that might get other people in 
trouble.’ (30:04)    
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (30:06) A lot of the things Art didn’t say were the most significant 
things that came up during our interviews.  When we went in to talk to him, we purposely 
we did not say Cindy Zarzycki’s name, we didn’t say Cindy at all, and yet he knew 
exactly who we were talking about when we came in to talk to him.  An innocent person 
wouldn’t have known what we were talking about. (30:24)   
 

NARRATION 
(30:26) While the second interview yields some 
concessions, mostly in the form of soft denials, the court 
is still reluctant to issue an arrest warrant in the case.  If 
the team can’t get a full confession, or find the body, they 
need harder evidence.   And they soon learn they need if 
fast.  Art Ream, it turns out, is about to be paroled.  He 
could be on the streets by the end of the year. (30:50)  
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TERRY STEWART (30:51) Art was a model prisoner. He never got into any trouble; he 
didn’t steal anybody’s things; he didn’t get into fights. He was one of the people the 
parole board would look at for an early release. Late in 2007, he did get his parole 
approved and we didn’t have a lot of evidence. I got a hold of Mac and told him that we 
had to move and we had to move quickly because, if this guy gets out of prison on his 
parole, we’re going to lose touch of what he’s doing. (31:20)  
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (31:22) We absolutely could not let this guy back out into the 
general population. We knew he’d hurt somebody else. He had said explicitly to one of 
his former accomplices that the next one he’d kill. (31:33)   
 

NARRATION 
(31:34) If the team can turn up enough evidence to get a 
warrant, they can take Art Ream to trial and perhaps keep 
him behind bars forever.  If not, a pedophile will soon be 
back on the streets, free to strike again. (31:48)  
 
 

BLOCK FOUR 
 

NARRATION 
(32:14) In Detroit, Detective Derek McLaughlin and his 
investigative team are racing against time.  They are 
convinced that pedophile Art Ream abducted and 
murdered 13-year-old Cindy Zarzycki, but unless they can 
find more evidence and secure an arrest warrant, he will 
be out on parole within weeks. (32:33) 

 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (32:34) It made us turn everything into overdrive. We knew we 
had to stop it the thought was on our mind that he can’t get out, we’re not ready yet. 
(32:43)  

 
NARRATION 

(32:44) One new line of investigation is opened by prison 
investigator Terry Stewart.  He puts the team in touch 
with other inmates, who have been around Art Ream, 
inmates who may have overheard something about the 
crime.  If Art Ream won’t confess to the police, perhaps 
he’s already confessed to some of his jailhouse peers. 
(33:03) 
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (33:04) Art Ream might have bragged. He might have been talking 
to other people and letting them know about possibly things about this crime. (33:09)   
 

NARRATION 
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(33:10) At the same time, an old warehouse where Art 
Ream had his carpet business comes under close scrutiny.  
Art’s main floor shop is closed down and empty, and the 
only other business in the building is an old butcher shop. 
(33:25)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (33:26) I had a feeling that Art Ream had killed Cindy at this 
warehouse, so I went snooping around at this warehouse and was met by the building’s 
owner, and she was telling me a little story about Art Ream: how he got arrested back in 
1997, and he went to court one day, and he never came back because he went right to 
prison. All his personal items that he had stored in the warehouse she had taken upstairs 
and stored in a storeroom. I was ecstatic that I was able to go through this stuff.  (33:51)  

 
NARRATION 

(33:53) McLaughlin visits the warehouse on three 
separate occasions, removing business files, phone 
records, gas receipts, photo albums, anything that might 
paint a picture of Art Ream’s various habits.  On his third 
visit, Derek decides to make a complete sweep of the 
room’s contents. (34:09)  

 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (34:11) We’re doing this final search to look for anything that 
can make our case and at the end of the search she yelled to me she goes, “Mac come 
take a look at this!” and she found a Longines watch box and I says, “Big deal. What’s in 
the watch box?” And she goes, “No, look inside it.” So inside the Longines watch box 
was a picture of Cindy Zarzcyki from a mailbox value coupon. I thought that was pretty 
significant. Why would this guy be keeping a picture of Cindy Zarzycki? Killers usually 
keep trophies of their victims you know, keep little accessories that they might take off 
their bodies or whatever. (34:46)  
 

NARRATION 
(34:50) There is more good news from prison investigator 
Terry Stewart.  He has just found an inmate with an 
interesting story to tell. (34:57)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (34:58) This guy’s got an extensive criminal history. He’s very 
apprehensive about talking to us at first. We don’t really think that he’s going to budge, 
and eventually he started talking to us and letting us know what Art Ream had told him. 
He admitted to this informant that he buried the body, that he was the one responsible for 
it. He was bragging in a way. (35:16)  
 
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (35:18) We called Steve Kaplan up from the prosecutor’s 
office. He went ahead and authorized a two-count warrant against Art Ream for first and 
second-degree murder. This is a very high point for the case, knowing that we were going 
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to get a warrant and we’re going to bring Art Ream to justice and give Cindy the justice 
that she needed. (35:40)  
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (35:44) When we went to Art Ream’s cell to arrest him and read 
him the charges, he had almost no reaction. He was calm as could be. Here we were 
reading him an arrest for a first and second-degree murder and it was like pass the salt. 
He was cool and calm, and he knew it was coming. (36:01)  
 

NARRATION 
(36:04) With Ream in custody, the team heads for the 
County Jail, where he’ll be arraigned on the charges.  But, 
still hoping to learn where Cindy is, they decide on a 
strategic detour. (36:14)    
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (36.16) I told Kelly, who was driving the car at the time, to go 
to this flower shop down the street. We pulled into the flower shop, I went in and got 
some flowers, I was looking at a little bit different strategy in Art Ream. So we went to 
the cemetery where his son, Scott, was buried, and he was real close to Scott. I got Art 
Ream out of the van, walked him over to the gravesite, and I gave him the flowers, and I 
told Art to put these on his kid’s grave. He sat there, he got real emotional, he started 
crying, and he hadn’t seen his kid’s grave in 10 years because he’s been locked up since 
then. (36:51) 
 
JENNIFER LEIBOW (36:53) And I pointed to the grave and I said, “Art you have your 
son. You buried your child. Why can’t you do that for Cindy’s family? Where’s Cindy? 
Where’s her body?” And he just stepped back and looked at me and said, “Wow, that’s a 
low blow.” He was insulted that I would say something that would upset him. (37:13) 

 
NARRATION 

(37.17) That night in the county jail, the two continue to 
press Art Ream for the location of Cindy’s body. (37:23)  

 
JENNIFER LEIBOW  (37:24) After a few hours of talking to Art, I knew he wasn’t 
going to confess, but I did know that he didn’t want to go back this cell, so I knew I could 
keep him talking. His demeanour to me and to Mac was a little bit different, and, at one 
point, Mac left to get a drink of water, and Art kind of whispered something to me just 
like a little bit of inside information letting me know I was close and to keep working, 
and I wasn’t there yet, and that indicated to me that Art might say things to me that he 
might not say things to Mac as police officer. I thought that the more I talked with him 
the more chances I had of getting him to slip up and say something incriminating. I had 
maps of all the different places that Art frequented, his different hunting areas, his 
family’s properties, and I brought them to him and really just tried to open the page and 
show him and see his reaction and see if he’d point anything out. Sometimes I’d present a 
piece of information to him, and he’d tell me, “No, we can’t go there that will open 
Pandora’s’ box.” And that let me know that if there was something he didn’t want talk 
about that I had hit on something that was potentially incriminating. (38:30) 
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NARRATION 

(38:32) The media also soon learns that a 2 -decade-old 
cold case may finally be solved. (38:37) 
 

AMBER HUNT (38:38) You immediately got a sense how heartbreaking this case was. 
You saw a picture of the girl; you heard that she truly was an innocent. I mean, she was 
trying to go meet her boyfriend. (38:48) 

 
NARRATION 

(38:49) But with a mostly circumstantial case, a 
conviction is far from assured. (38:54)   
 

AMBER HUNT (38:55) I wasn’t sure how solid a case we were dealing with, if the jury 
was going to think it was strong enough to convict. (39:04) 

 
 

BLOCK FIVE 
 

NARRATION 
(39:25) More than 20 years after Cindy Zarzycki vanished 
into thin air, pedophile Arthur Ream stands trial, for her 
murder. (39:33)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (39:35) The entire courtroom was filled with Cindy’s friends, 
family, neighbours, people that knew her growing up, people that loved the Zarzyckis. 
Nobody from Art’s family showed up. (39:44)  

 
NARRATION 

(39:45) The defence claims that you can’t convict Art 
Ream of Cindy’s murder when there is no real proof that 
Cindy is dead.  She has been deemed a runaway for years, 
and many people have even claimed to have seen her. 
(39:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(39:58) As for the prosecution, the circumstantial case is 
presented piece by piece. (40:04) 
 

NARRATION 
(40:08) The jury learns how Ream created a non-existent 
birthday party and sent his son on a trip, all as a part of the 
ruse.   They also learn from his ex-wife about his 
tendencies towards 13 and 14-year-old girls. (40:22) 

 
NARRATION 
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(40:28) Near the end of the trial, Art Ream tries to strike a 
deal, seeking only 10 years of prison in exchange for 
showing prosecutors where the body is.  They turn him 
down. (40:39) 
 

AMBER HUNT (40:40) Which is an unusual thing to happen right at the end of a case. 
You don’t start talking about a deal if you think you’ve won your case and you’re the 
suspect in a crime. You just don’t do it. (40:49) 

 
NARRATION 

(40:51) On August 7th, 2008, the jury returns a verdict.  
Art Ream is guilty of murdering 13-year-old Cindy 
Zarzycki. (40:59) 
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (41:00) When Arthur Ream was convicted of murder. and he took 
Cindy’s life, he took a lot. He took her whole future, her dreams. He took my dreams, my 
future, ‘cause she’s my sister. And I didn’t have that. And it wasn’t an answer of where is 
Cindy, it was now we know what happened to Cindy, but I still didn’t know where she’s 
at. (41:27) 
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (41:28) I want her body. I want Cindy Zarzycki to be returned 
back to her folks. And so they can give her the proper burial that she deserves. (41:36) 
 

NARRATION 
(41:38) To accomplish his goal, he adopts a risky new 
strategy for one final interview with Cindy’s killer.  He 
will take away the control he thrives on.  He will make 
Art feel that nobody cares about him anymore and see if 
he takes the bait. (41:54)  
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (41:55) I went in with the strategy of telling him that the 
family’s okay with her death and even if they don’t find her they’re okay. they are very 
religious people, and he was taken back by this. And he just didn’t want to hear that. He 
says, ‘How can anybody be happy? I’m not happy. I haven’t slept in 22 years knowing 
about this.’ I said, ‘Well then tell me where she’s at.’ ‘Well I can’t tell you where she’s 
at.’ ‘Well if you can’t tell me, I’m outta here.’ So anyways I got up and I’d taken his 
trump card away from him because he knows that he’s not the main player anymore, and 
he got upset knowing that the family was okay with what happened to Cindy. Couple 
days later, I got a phone call from Art Ream’s defence attorney, and his attorney says, 
‘Yeah Art Ream wants to meet with you. He says he’s going to give a map to show 
exactly where Cindy’s body’s buried.’ (42:48) 
 

NARRATION 
(42:50) Art Ream’s hand-drawn map leads a large 
recovery team to a riverbank in a rural area.  For 
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McLaughlin, the location is eerily similar to that described 
by the psychic he visited a year earlier. (43:02) 
 

DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (43:05) When we went out to the site, there was the river, there 
was the bridge and this field of purple flowers. It was just truly amazing. It had 
everything in it that the psychic had explained earlier. (43:17) 
 

NARRATION 
(43:18) Art Ream is eventually brought in shackles from 
the prison to help pinpoint the exact location. (43:23)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (43:24) He was happy. He was almost giddy. It was probably the 
happiest I had ever seen him. I think he enjoyed the attention. Here he was among all 
these police officers, the state police, the news helicopters flying over, the district 
attorney, and the spotlight was on him. He seemed to be more focused on the fact that he 
was getting attention and enjoying it than the fact that he was in shackles and this was the 
last time he’d see the world ever again. (43:48) 

 
NARRATION 

(43:51) The team works into the night, with Detective 
McLaughlin doing some of the final digging. (43:56)  
 

JENNIFER LEIBOW (43:58) It was the end of the day. We were wrapping up. It was 
almost time to go, but Mac was really insistent on trying to get this one area of dirt up. 
He went over it with a shovel just put it into the ground and the first shovel full he pulled 
up we found her. (44:13) 
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (44:15) When we finally found Cindy, I made a phone call to 
Linda Zarzycki. I told Lin, I said, “We found Cindy.” She starts crying. I start crying. 
Very emotional. It was a very emotional time. You know you look back, and, God, 
you’re looking for this girl for 14 years and there she is. It just took its toll on the whole 
family not knowing. We were able to give back to the family. It was the best thing that 
ever happened to me. (44:43)   

 
NARRATION 

(44:45) In a funeral attended by family and friends Cindy 
is finally laid to rest. (44:52) 
 

CONNIE JOHNSON (44:53) We were so glad that we had her back. That we could have 
a proper burial and put her in a spot that we chose not where a monster at night chose to 
hide her. That we could go and place flowers and remember her. (45:10) 
 
DEREK MCLAUGHLIN (45:12) They don’t need to know all the particulars, or 
anything like that, but they know exactly where she’s at now, and that’s the most 
important thing that you can give back a family. (45:12) 
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JENNIFER LEIBOW (45:23) If the case ended and Art got the conviction, Mac and I still 
would have been out there even if it was just me and him with shovels digging up 
Michigan trying to find Cindy. That was the ultimate goal in this to get her body back to 
her family so she could get a proper burial. (45:38) 
 
TERRY STEWART (45:40) Art doesn’t have any remorse for the things he’s done.  He 
doesn’t have any emotional feelings or attachment toward the victims of his crimes. He’s 
in prison where he should be because with Art Ream in prison, another little girl is not 
going to get taken away from her family. (45:55) 
 
ALICE ZARZYCKI (45:57) For me, it doesn’t give closure. My mom said, “Closure 
isn’t really the word that anybody wants to use in this.” And it’s not closure for the 
family. It’s closure for people that have a case. It’s closure to the case. But for the family, 
it’s acceptance ‘cause what happened happened, and you have to accept it ‘cause it’s 
reality. (46:21) 


